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The Deacons, Too, Ride by 
Night 


" If blood is going to be shed, we're going to let 
it run down Columbia Road — all kinds. We 
are not going to send Negro blood down 
Columbia all by itself." The Deacons, Too, Ride 
by Night 


THERE usually is a touch of ceremony in a 
cross-burning by the Ku Klux Klan. A carload 
of Klansmen drives into a Negro 
neighborhood and selects a lawn, gets out 
and plants the cross in the dirt, sets it afire 
and then drives away in solemn satisfaction. 
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UNDER WRAPS 


THE DEEP- DOWN 
LUXURY LINING 
OF ORLON® 


DEBUTOGS, Jr. has a bundle of warmth for fall. Tie topping: poplin of “Dacron” polyester (ueated with 
Zelan®) to vard off the wet. The liner: a zip-out coddling of richest pile—that's *Orlon™ acrylic, of course. For 
snuggle sars weight. In black-and-white check, plus soid beige, bone, brown, olive, grey, black, navy, lemon, | 
white, ice Due, powder blue, slate, burgundy. 5-15 (juniors), 3-13 (petites). About $25. At fine stores everywhere 
or write Deutogs, Jr., 512 7th Ave., New York, N.Y. Stell: 65% Dacron* polyester, 35% cotton. Lining : face, 
100% Orlox* acrylic; backing, 100 cotton. se TS Terttmiaeh. a Pant PhD FaLehs SOY FoRRICR Om Fammmane mae = nm—mn 
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Besides promoting tealth 
and hygiene, Mr. Kirkpetrick 
is fighting 
preachers an 
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As he sees it 


the Deacons iaspire 
Southern Negroes to stop 
lollygagging ~~* ~‘-~* mov- 
ing. Their wu n. he 
said. was to ‘ficient 
political powe izghten 
out the Sout > Cau- 


casian.” In the interim, ‘we'll 
try to straighten him ait in 
the courts, but if that won't 
do it. then we'll more or les+ 


thy it out of court. ‘The me 
thing we're interested in is 
straightening him out.” 

Mr. Kirkpatrick envisions 
himself in the Louisiana Leg- 
islature some day, or maybe in 
the United States Senate But 
he knows that Negroes bave 
to become a more effective po- 
litieal bloc before any such 
miracle could come to pass. 
For that reason, he said, the 
Deacons are encouraging Ne- 
groes to register to vote. 

Here. again, Mr. Kirkpat- 
tem is direct action. 
He hopes to lead a groip of 
young men in digging ditches 
for those sewer lines. The oc- 
cupants of the houses, in turn, 
will be expected to register 
to vote. 

And if they don't? 

“We might have to male ‘em 
go," he said. “We might have 
to drag ‘em down. You see. 
they're holding back the vhole 
program.” 


The Deacons’ chief omgani- 
zer, Ernest Thomas. ha: said 


organization. In the lignt of 
which is not 


generally known, the response 
ished civil-rights or- 
ganizations is interesting. 

The Congress of Racial 
Equality has joined the Dea- 
cons in what James Farmer, 
CORE’s national director, calls 
“a partnership of brothers.” 
Many of the Deacons’ chap- 
ters have been establisted in 
towns where CORE is at work. 
Besides protecting CORE 
workers, the Deacons provide 
a strong local organization 
to serve as a vehicle for CORE 
projects. 

The Student Nonviolert Co- 
ordinating Committee, the 
South's most militant civil 
rights organization, has not 
endorsed the Deacons but 
neither has it condemnedthem. 
James Forman, S.N.C.C:s ex- 
ecutive secretary, sces them 
as a predictable phenonenon. 
Asx long as the Federal Gov- 
ernment permits official and 
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